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COVER PHOTO 
USLX 26765 was leased to CO-OP Grain & Supply 
Company of Roseland, NE, when this car was photo- 
graphed on April 6, 1985, in Vernon, CA. 

NOTICE 
Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information and data forming the content of this publica- 
tion, the authors, editors and publishers cannot be held 
responsible for errors or omissions, or for any loss or 
damage occasioned by any person using the information 
contained in this publication. The opinions expressed by 
contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the editors, publisher or other members of the 
Society. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
All changes of address must include both the old and new 
address. Address changes must be sent to each of the 
Society's publications separately. Members and subscrib- 
ers must notify our office of any change in address at least 
four weeks in advance. Failure of notification may result in 
additional charges for return postage and re-mailing fees. 

Domestic claims for nonreceipt should be made within 90 
days of the month of publication, overseas claims within 
180 days. Thereafter, the regular back issue rate will be 
charged for replacement. 

Freight Cars Journal is published for the Society by AG 
PRESS, Manhattan, KS. Printed in the United States of 
America. 

OBJECTIVES 
Freight Cars Journal began publication in 1983 to promote 
and dessiminate the study of railway freight cars and 
related industries. We are interested in all eras of railroad 
history and especially welcome contributions on steam- 
era freight cars. Articles on steam-era revenue freight 
equipment willbe given priority over articles on contempor- 
ary equipment. However, if there is insufficient steam-era 
material, we feel a need to preserve history as it occurs 
today before itis ost and avoid the shortsightedness of our 

progenitors. Thus, a special ongoing project of Freight 
Cars Journal has been to document those freight cars built 
since the cessation of the annual reviews presented by 
Railway Age in 1982. 

Freight Cars Journal continues to document tens of 
thousands of freight cars that have been built since the 
early 1800s. The Editors welcome new historical informa- 
tion, reviews and corrections including roster information, 
modeling suggestions, technical evolution, logos and liv- 
eries, etc.



MIDWESTERN GRAIN CARS: PART 3 — THE 
EVANS 4780 CU. FT. COVERED HOPPERS 

by James Kinkaid and E. A. Neubauer 

In this third and final part of our series about the midwestern based grain cars, we'll present dra 
‘hopper production roster, and a dispo 
June 30, 1991 

igs, an Evans 4780-cuft covered 
fons summary. Please note that the roster and dispositions summary have a data closing date of 

CA, on October 19, 1985, by D. G. Casdorph. 

EVANS 4780-CUFT COVERED HOPPER CARS 
A SHORT HISTORY 

‘The first Evans 4780 cars were bul for the Toledo, Peoria and 
Western in August and September of 1977, at the Evans USEX, 
(USS. Equipment) plant in Washington, IN, (USEX WA). The 
production of these cars continued through June of 1981. Some 
cars were built at the Evans STECO, (Southern Iron and Equip- 
‘ment Co., an independent builder who came under control of 
Evans about 1977) plant at Ashland City, TN, (SIECO AC) in 
1980 and 1981. Some cars were also built at the Evans plant at 
Blue Island, IL, (USEX BI) in 1980. 

‘The roster details the known Evans cars, although there are 
probably more that haven't been logged in yet. (If anyone has 
more information on any Evans 4780 cars that are not in the 
roster, please send to FCJ for forwarding on to Eric). Production 
totals were approximately 4000 units, or an average of about 
1000 a year. Noteworthy is the fact that while about Yird of the 
production run went to railroads, (instead of private owners and/ 
or leasing companies), all went to shortlines. The largest rail- 
road to purchase any of these cars outright was the Missouri- 
Kansas-Texas, who also bought some cars under their lease 

KJRY 621. Keokuk Junction Railway acquired sixty 4780's from the Ferdinand in 1981. Photog! raphed in Colton, 

marks, OKKT. At the present time, one major railroad, the 
Burlington Northern, does own some of these cars through 
secondhand acquisitions. 

In looking at the various cars and at the photographs, it 
becomes apparent that few, if any, changes took place during the 
production run of these cars. The short, four year run probably 
has something to do with this fact. However, two cars, BN 
463471 and BN 465285 were found to have Youngstown (YSD) 
car sides installed, probably from original manufacture. How- 
ever, these sides are visually similar to the Evans sides, and were 
only noticed on account of the 2 x 4” metal placard attached to 
the “BR™ side of the car, at the center of the car side. 

Most cars are used in grain service, but the USLX cars are 
diversified into such areas as malt service and chemicals, (ic. 
sodium carbonate, potash and bauxite(?). 

Modeling these cars should be fairly easy. with one major 
exception: the roof stiffeners. These are quite visible, even from 
‘ground level, and may be hard to build into the model. Other- 
wise, since the car is mostly welded, the hopper bays, outlet 
gates and some topside items could come from the Athearn kit 
(in HO). The sides and ends should be casy to do. 




