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P&R &8WHEEL COAL CARS

By ERIC A, NEUBAUER

The B-wheel coal car geined prominence on the
Fhiladelphia & Reading Rallroad at a relatively early date.
Cars of the same general design were built from the 1850's
until the 34-foct hopper bottom gondola was introduced in
1887.

The first 8-wheel coal car was built from sheet iron
in 1845. It had a light weight of 4.7 tons (1 ton = 2240 1lbs)
and a capacity of 11 tons. Although this car wasn't
duplicated, it was in service until at least 1887. Two
more B-wheel iron coal cars were bullt in 1859 and 1861,
possibly similar to the contemporary pot hoppers on the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.

In 1852, the first wooden 8=wheel coal cars were
introduced. The following is an excerpt from Caruthers,C.H.,

"The Evolution of the Coal Car", The Railroad Gazette,1905,
FPa j‘?a",ﬁ?‘!}-

Between 1854 and 1860 the Fhiladelphia & Reading Railroad
Company built large numbers of eight-wheel coal cars of the
design shown in Fig. 8. Thie car contained several peculiaities.
First, its line of draft was co=incident with the center lipe
of the body framing, While this arrangement may have been
satisfactory on the home road, it proved otherwise eleewhere
when the practice of later years brought the care into service
on lines where the general practice of placing the body
framing above the line of draught caused these higher bodies
tc often over-ride the P. & R. car with disastrous results,
The coupling was also effected by a large eyebolt at one
eénd of the car which carried a three=link coupling chain
and faced a hook of English type attached to one end of the
next car, and the outer end of this chain was thrown upon
this hook. It will be seen that such an arrangement necessli=
tated keeping all such cars with the blind end of one car
facing the hook of another, and caused no little "remark" on
the part of tralomen when these cars passed on to other roads
where the "Y" ghaped approaches to eidings often turned a
car end for end. Each of these cars carried two numbers, as
at the time of their construction and subsequent early
service it appears that the Reading and a number of other
railroads considered each four wheels a car. Through some
error difficult to understand; two of the largest companies
in the Western Fennsylvania Bituminous coal field placed an
order in 1861 for 350 coal cars of almost exactly this
pattern, and including all the objectionable features except
that draught hooks wers placed at each end, and single



numbers only, were used on each car. Yet these 350 coal cars
were intended for use on the Pennsylvania Railroad and its
allied lines where car construction differed so radically
fron that of the Reading, where these coal companies sent
but few of their cars in those days. The error soon became
apparent, and after about three years service the entire

lot was so0ld and replaced partly by a somewhat similar car
built on lines conforming to Pennsylvania Rallroad standards,
and equipped with drawheads and cast iron dead blocks. The
eills were also above the line of draught as at present, and
the bodies were wider and shorter than tha Reading car. The
remainder of the new lot was filled with gondolas, as just
at that time a demand for such cars seemed to have arisen

in the coal trade,

During 1861, a joint operation was established with
the Pennsylvania Railroad for handling Broad Top and Allegheny
coal trade, The P&R and PRR each contributed eagually to a
pool of cars. By 1866, the P&R had 685 cars in this service.
These cars were painted yellow while the other PLR coal
cars were painted black.

A photograph exists of PAR 5031 which was bullt 12=68.
It is similar to the earlier cars except for having a single
number, arch bar trucks with india rubber springs and
complete coupling hardware at both ends.

Construction of the 10=ton wooden coal car continued
until 1873 when 7762 cars were in service. In 1880, coal
breakers were modified to allow larger cars to be used. At
least 5239 of the 10=-ton cars had their sides extended in
order to increase capacity to 12.5 tons.

In 1881, construction of a 16=ton coal car began.

From 1881 to 1886, 3103 cars of this type were built. In
addition, there were 3 cars added in 1880 and 128 in 1887
¥hich may have been of this type. Drawings of this car

appeared in The Rallroad Gazette, July,18 1884 and also

in The Car Builders Dictionary in 1888.
By 1885, all B=-wheel coal cars were numbered 15001-

30000 and 4O001=40100, The first series was later reduced

to 15001=26087, and it is likely that the remaining numbers
were never used, Numbers 4OOD1-40100 were 16-~ton cars.
Number LOOOD was a 16=ton car which appeared by 1890, but
nelther the origin nor the construction have been determined.
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1 W B =theal Co Car- This drawing was among saveral thought to have
been drawn about 1879 depilcting typical carse of the time, This car was similar
to FER S031 except that the body bolster has been strengthened. ALl later
photographs of 10-ton cars show a strengthened body bolseter, so it is likely
that earlier cars were retrofitted,

—i0D Ton CoaL CAR—
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Tabulaticn of B=Wheel Coel Cars on the PER

Date

‘Wooden Coal Cars

(2)

140
100
100
100
130
100

(4)

647
2112
4090
4730

(1)

2
215
215
294
L1
525
L1
471
450
837

14357
2634
3134
379
L079
LOB1
La2u5
5241
5723
5963
6985
7762
7762
7762
7762
7762
7762
7812
7815
8584
9565
10194

2239 10894

10894
10894
11022
10818

(3)

4l
625
571
o571
290

Iren Coal Cars

(5)
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(1) Owned wooden cars

(2) Leased wooden cars

(3) .Total wooden cars

(4)° Wooden cars of 12.5 tons capacity
(5) Total iron cars

Date 15001-30000 4OOOO 4LOOO1=40100

1-90 10680 1 100
15001=-26085
1=95 6377 1 100
15001=26087
=97 1222 1 83
1=G8 3222 1 a3
8-94 3222 0 a3
15001=-21999
11-08 2116 75
12-99 740 L7
5=00 LAR L7
15610-19724
&=00 393 L7
7=00 70 L7
8=00 62 L7
G=00 62 53
11=00 20 33
1=01 21 33
=01 21 15
5=01 0 5
1=02 2
=02 i
- =05 i
1=06 O

The data from 1844 to 1888 was compiled from annual
reports. Beginning in 1889, totals are not available.

The cars listed under (2) from 1855 to 1880 include
100 leased from the Chester Valley Rallroad which were
purchased in 1861.

The data from 1890 to 1906 was compiled from

cial .4 t de, where totals usually

are from an earlier date., There is no separate listing for
iron cars.



Annual Changes in 8=Wheel Wooden Coal Care

Net
Year Change Specific Items
1852 +2 2 added
1853 +213 2135 added
1855 +749 79 built replacing 158 4=wheel coal cars
1856 +177 LO added
137 built replacing 196 4=wheel coal cars
1857 +5l4 54 built replacing 71 4=wheel coal cars
1856 -5k
1860 +19 19 built replacing 38 4-wheel coal cars

18561 + 347 200 added for Broad Top Bituminous Coal
100 purchased from Chester Valley Railroad
These 300 care added for $125514.50.
1862 +600 400 added for $166096.00, 200 cars for Broad
Top coal trade
75 added
32 added
186% +1197 1100 added for §512954.00
83 added for $24900.00
1864  +500 471 added for §283637.11
1 added for §400.00

1865 +45 29 added for $13605.00
1866  +300 900 amdded for $672297.55
1867 +2 2 added for £1249.00

1868 +162 162 built by PLR for $100101,.82

1869  +998 938 built by PER for 8§560730.69

1870  +482 300 built by P&R for $166367.3]

1871 +240 200 built by PLR for $108927.15
7 rebuilt for §3574.30

1872 +1022 1000 built by PRR for $561304.82

1873 4777 ?gg built by PAR for $497320.82

1879 +50 acquired from North Fenn and Delaware
E Bound Brook Railrocads in 5=79

1880 +3 647 enlarged from 10 to 12.5 tons

1881 +769 1000 cars ordered about Mar.19,1881

769 built by P&R of which 50 were to replace
121 Lk=wheel cars and cost §25050.00
1465 enlarged from 10 to 12.5 tons
1882 +981 981 built by P&R of which 52 were to replace
104 L=wheel cars and cost $13652.87, and
27 were to replace a like number of 10=ton
care and cost $10925.22
1978 enlarged from 10 to 12.5 tons
1883 +5629 344 built by P&R of which 44 were to replace
older cars and cost §13451.16
1500 more cars authorized after shops
transferred to Coal and Iron Co.
300 built by P&R, owned by the Coal and Iron
Coa
840 enlarged from 10 to 12,5 tons



1884  +700 700 built by F&R. Work was stopped 5-84
after 1000 of the 1500 cars authorized
in 1883 had been completed.

509 enlarged from 10 to 12.5 tone

184% 0 J built by F&R replacing older cars
1886 0 & built by FLR replacing older cars
18487 +128
1888 =204

Of these cars, 2650 including the 700 built in 1884
weare financed through a car trust.

Annual Changes in 8=lheel Iron Coal Cars

et
Year Change Specific Items
1845 +1 1 added
1859 +1
1861 +1 1 added for bituminous coal for $587.37
1888 =1

&3 16= Coal

The following drawings were redrawn from drawings

appearing in the July 15,1884 Rallroad Gazette and in the
1888 Car Puilder's Tictiopary. The body and side boards
were wood, and the slope sheets, hopper and hopper doors
were wrought iron. The length over end poste was 22', the
height over top chord wae 7'3", and the extreme helght
wag 7'11", The capacity was 16 tons while the load limit

was 25 tons.
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1 169140

The drawing of F&R 18835 was taken from a photograph
which appeared on July 21,1895 in The Rallway Age and
Northwesterp Railroader. The end view is fully detailed,
but the side view is only partially so. It appears to
have been similar to F&R 5031 in the other details incud-
ing trucks. There appear to have been reporting marks on
the side boards below the top chord similar to F&R 5031,
but the exact position can not be determined. F&R 18835
was a 10-ton car which had been enlarged to 12.5 tons
capacity in the 1880's, In addition, the slope sheet between
the body bolster and the end of the car had been changed
to a steeper angle,

FER 15735 appears in another unpublished photograph
taken at the eame location and time. It had been enlarged
and seems to have been like FER 18835 in other respects
axcept that the slope sheets had not been altered. The
slde boarde were cut where they extended beyond the slope
gheat timbers as on F&R 18835 and on the l6=-ton coal car.
n157%5 FRR" was located on the side boards just below the
top chord. "15735" was in the same place a& the number on
P&R 5031, and "P&R" was in the panel directly to the right.
The number wags repeated on the side sill exactly like PLR
18835.

PER 16914 is partially visible in a photograph of
FLR 187 taken on Aug.31,1887 in Philadelphia, This is also
an enlarged 10=ton car similar to P&R 157355 or 18835 at
least in the area of the upper sides. The slope sheets had
not been altered., "PLR 16914" was located on the side boards
just below the top chord. "PER" was in the panel just to
the left of the central panel, and "16914" was in the panel
just to the right of the central panel.

12



COAL HOPPER CAR ENLARGED FROM |0 TO I12'% TON CAPACITY

T A RNCUBRLIER 7-B3

LY |
-
.
S
Bl

3o ht=5

EIE
L
L]

DETAIL OF SIDE
EXTENSION ATTACHWENT

13



ELR 5031
This d!‘.ﬂll'!_ng waz mede from a photograph of the car
which mpparantly was taken in 12=-08 when the car was new.
This car had & capacity of 10 tons. The constructlon wam
primarily wood, but the Blope sheets apnd hopper Bides were
wrowght iron, The wheels were cest iron, and the springs
wara indis rubber. It differed from earlier cars in having

coupling hooks and chains &t both ends and handbrakes an
both trucks.







1 =1 gl This drasing shows a car bullt by Eha FPEE batwaen
1855 and 1660, 1% was redeawn from Fiz. 8 in "fae Svolution of the Cogl Cart
by C.H.Caruthers appearing on pp. 372-374 of The Satlesy Dgzetie i 1906. Tha
car carried twn pumbers, because the PLR considered @ach four wheelg a car.
There wes a draft hook at one end of the car and g theee ligh coupling chaln
at the others Brakes ware applied Lo only one of the twe wood beam trucks.
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EDITOR'S NOTES

Right off the top I must say how pleased 1 am at the response to FCJ. Mot only
far the members joining, but for the many excellent comments, suggestions and
constructive criticisms, I thank those who did make comments and hope that
with this issue you'll see some of the suggestions you made come to light. I was
also pleased to see a great diversity of interests among freight car enthusiasts.
Most people 1isted their interest by either era or railroad.,.only one or two
mentioned specific types of freight cars without regard to era or road.
Approximately a & of the members are interested in pre- 1930 era, another %
are interested in the 1930-1955 era and finally about & mentioned their
interest in the "modern" post 1955 era, This may or may not be a true representation
of interests, I do wish to see all eras of freight car history represented in
FCJ and hope that with the help of the members we can accomplish this task,

This brings me to the subject of contributions. First, Please we need
articles for FCJ. Please if you have some special interests and knowledge in
freight car history please share it, The best way to further others interests

is by sharing yours. If you are able to write an article please try to
do the following:

1. Make copies of your text, If possible type it double spaced..handwritting
is okay but be as legible as possible, If wou have illustrations such as
drawings or photographs please send good clear copies of drawings and
5x7 or Bx10 BEMW prints if possible. Megs and original and duplicate slides
are okay too, but [ would prefer to not have non replacable items sent
through the mail. If you do send non replacable types of items through the
mail, please insure or register ft. I will assume that all prints, slides
etc. sent are to be returned unless we are on some kind of a trade
arrangement on a personal basis, I will return prints, slides etc. at least
by insured mail, Be sure to keep a copy of the text and please give proper
credit where credit 15 due.

2, Regarding subject matter...I'm pretty open on this,,just about anything goes
if it relates to freight car history. If its under 3-4 pages (including
f1lustrations) there should be no problem,,.but please drop me a line in
advance 1f its much more than that. This will help me organize the
contents of each issue better this way. If you have any guestions about
length or content-subject matter of an article you want to do,..please feel
free to drop me a line,

Next,...we could sure use some additional staff...more editors etc, I'd like to
arrange the editorial staff by era, region and car type. If you have any interest
to be an associate editor we would really appreciate it...please let me know.

Lastly, this issue is a 11ttle larger than most will be this year mainly because
of the article by Eric. Most issue will be (at least until we hit the 150+ member
number) about 16-20 pages depending on content. Also the subject of improving

the physical quality of FCJ has been mentipned...it seems that members want to
see 1) better photo reproduction, #) more photos, 3) semi- or glossy paper and

&) more pages in that order. We'll start with #1 as soon as possible,...

= David G, Casdorph
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MODERN SULFURIC ACID TANK CARS

by DAYID G. CASDORPH

Sulfuric Acid, H,50,, also known as
Hail of vitriol" is a colorless;
aily liguid. Approximately

100 million toms of sulfuric acid
are produced each year, The United
States accounts for about a third of
this total.

The production of sulfuric acid
takes nearly 90% of all sulphur
consumed, This sulfuric acid
production is then used in the
manufacture of other goods in the
following percentages:

Fertilizers S0%
Chemicals %
Pigments o%
Iron & Steel 3%
Rayon films ik
Petroleum process, 2%
Misc. 17%

Sulphuric acid is a high density
liguid { 14+ 1bs/qal) that today is
transported in modern 100 ton,
13,350 gallon tank cars.
Historically, 50 ton, J0MK gallon
and 70 ton 9300 gallon tank cars
were used. Photos and illustrations
(including some technical drawings)

Wik X 101
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of these alder sulfuric acid tankers
can be found in the 1922 Car Builders!
Cyclopedia pp.?64-265 (GCX 76500):1925
Car Builders®' Cyclopedia p. £58 (MCCX
108); 1937 Car Builders' Cyclopedia,
p 343 (PsMX 184): 1940 Car Builders
Cyclopedia p. 313 (CCIX 153), p. 317
(GATX 38196): and 1943 Car Builders'
Cyclopedia p 311 (5HPX 7096).

Cars used for sulphuric acid
service today are non insulated and
1ined [usuwally PL 3066 or LC 24 l1inings).
00T class is 111A8100W2 (ICC 1032 on
older cars), Modern designs are non-
pressure domeless 40 to 45 foot [over
the striker) length cars,

The maost common cars used in sulphuric
acid service today appear to be those
built by General American Transportation
Corporation and Union Tank Car
Company such as those illustrated in
this article.

In HO scale, the Roller Bearing
GATY 14,000 gal. tank car is very
gimi{lar ta the GATE car 1llustrated
here [differences in manway and valves).
However, the Roller Bearing Models
car appears to be identical to the
drawing of the sulphuric acid car on
p. 207 of the 1980 Car and Loco. Cycl.

the Imion Tank Ogr deaton and
tn thia artiele. Colen 18 baagis hiaal:.
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(ABOYE) GATX 42454, leased to Stauffer Chemioals aites in the 5P Compton Yard, CA
Colours are black and white, 2o
(BELOW) rrry 74718, Teased to Stauffer Chemicals was Iuilt by the lUnion Tonk

Car Compeny at theip Fast Thicago ehopa in May 1875, Color i8 cverall white

with hlask Tettering.
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FROM THE EDITOR.,.,

A few notes on how Fredghtearslagy fs set up and

hoew Ep use it etc, h‘1mﬁ this jsswe we are dividing
it into three major sections- Hews, Historical Motes,
and Spacial Projects,

The Réws saction will contalm mews 1hems from the
freight car incustry as well from the railroads ard
car owners. Also in this cection will be mew
e ipmant sighti i [starting with 1982 because this
is where ﬂal'li;.ﬂz left off) and new car series
gescriptions.

Historical Motes willl at prasent consist of four
sections= & General section, a section called
Behemokhs, Orticulated Skeletoms and otfer Strange
Creatures, a third section called Secondary Reporting
Marks and last a Awilders Producticn soction.

The General section of Historical BMates will
include short nokes on car series, railvoad car pocls,
%EEE;EF rosters, misc, data eic, of the past (pre-

Bzhempkhs, Articulated Skeletons and other Stramge
Croatures will include somp of the odd-ball cars
sighted. This includes special amd heayy duty flats,
center dopressed flatcars, alrcraft wing cars, extra=
lTarge gondolas and tank cars, and the now articulated
COFC/TAFC cars recently introduced.

Secondary Reporting Marks will cover cars sporiing
second, third-hand etc. reporting marks and mumbers.
This includes those cars mot ordared, Bowght or
originally leased from the builder wnen bailt. Cars
in this category are those sold by one awner to
amolher or re= lpased =i,

The last section of Historical Motes, Buflders
Productfon will list production by year and manth
of the various smaller bullders amd Fackory locations,
Entries will not mecessarily nave to includs a
conglete 1isting of & builder's producktion, but
rathar will prabably include only sone af their
productfom as sightings, data ete, are reporied,
Larger bullders producticn 1ists wil] probably be
lisked under Special Prajects,

The third major section of Freiphtearology 14
Zpecial Projects, This sectiom is a “free contenbs®
section intended For larger, on going projectd and
research, Items heee may Include 3 ¥ist of cars bullt
by the larger builders, o maybe a l1st of cars that
carry a specific commodity etc.

At this point I would Tike to say a few things about
the purpose and intent of this Frefghtoarolegy section,
The most important thing, 1 think, ic to realise the
nature of dealing with hugn amounts of data-errors,
additional informatfom &tc, &re bound to occur, The
prinary intemt of Freightosrology 18 t0 discuss and
present varfous data on Freight cars that s either
too short or incomplete to be used as am article. By
doing this we mope to oncoursge others ko participate
in our pwn specific interests as well as to increase
our kmauledge on freight car kistary,

EMTRIES- Regarding the arganfization and use thersofl,
The First thing that should be noted 12 the entry
niarber, This 8z accumdlative from issue to 1ssue. That
is, 1f 1s5s5ue #l ends with entry 0017, then tha secand
iesue will pick up with entry FOOLE, ’fhese MUThER S

sera for reference perposes. They will aid in Yetters o
the ediicrs, esxchanging information, adding, correcting
etc, As an aid to cpeedy reference we should refer to
entries by bokth the {sse nunber and the individual
enkry number writtem as such: I-001T (issuee 1, entry
nynbar 0017}, Each entry will have a title sentence, If
the antry 1s to provide additignal {nformation on a
previously listed enkry or article 1t will say “&00
1KE0* and then refer to the entry or article nama. [f
tbm new entry is to correct previous data from a
preavious emtry or articla 1t w111 b= listed as “CORRECT™
then pefer to the item 1t 15 correcting. A% the end of
gach entry will ba Tisted the nama(s) of the parson{s)
andfar publication{s] submitting the material.

Special Prajects will have their own individual
reference cada followed hy the issuse mumber. For
example; the first gne on Pullman-Stamdard Lot Bumbers
is PSLOT 1. Additioms and corrections etc. for Special
Prajects will ke Tisted only urder the Special Projects
section,

Well, 1 hope the abowe melps clarify a 1ittle what
Fraightagrelegy 15 dodng, 1 would appreclate any
guestions or suggestions from the readers that in sone
way may eyventual
and reference aspects of this-sectianm,

NEWS

001E, PULLMAN STAN WS S0LO 70 TRINITY
Pullman Transpartation Co, ansounced §E will
substantially withdraw from the ratlcar
nardFac turfng business and. sell its railcar
pperations ta Trinity [ndustries [nc., Dallas,
Tedas for 315 milllan n cash armd notes,
Apparently Trinity will sti11 use the Pullmen
Standard neme, The sl ingludes the
mﬂuu ian plants at Sutler, PR and Bessemer,

#+

Fullman Stardard has been 3 majer producer
of freight cars and a large percentage of Lhe
freight cars in use today are of F'u'l%ﬂur‘l
Standard origin, Matable designs include the
P5-1 boxcar, the P5=2 covernd hopper, tha P5-3
open hopper, &nd Lhe PF5=4 intermodal flatcar.
(wall Street Journal/E.A. Moubawer! 0.6, Casdorph)

0019, " ar u 4 TI0M
0N THE BURLTIRGTCM MORTHERY RAILAOAD, The B W and
fpad-Rail Tramsportation Co. aggreed to begin A
sirvice betwsen Chicege and Houston, called the
South Wept Pead using the new 48 highwaytrail
trailers with retracteble rubber tires and stesl
whepls, [(Wall Street Journals E.A. Hewbauer)

0020 IOFC's; HKEW TRAILER STTES-WEW SLOGRNS, With the
recent intreduction of the new 45" pigoyback
higheay trailers comes new TOFL Flatcar
comverstong ond new 415gans,. Sane of These new
tlogans are nokted as o fows ;

Trailer Teain *Twin- 455"
Sautherm Pacific  "Two &5¢
ATSF “[al 45"

y help improve in amy way the readanility



(126, NEW AND. RECENT DEL JVERY SIGHTIHGS

Haparting Manks Oate Muilée Copy 4 ddy  Probebls Serdza Crcmity i idar Natdw
ACFX 36115 1-42 199 LA n.a, Miada BLF HTG 5700 cube, s/n M176
HCFA 79537 1-a2 151 T Foda1-78500 148 ACF MILT 21074 qn].,Hﬂﬂt Wasson Lesses
AOHE PSOED 3-82 44 T nod, M, ALF WILT 25305 gal.
ill.:n;: ggﬁg ;:gg }Hg T n.&; N.d. ACF WILT 25301 gal,
42 Lo Fa0bl=75140 ALF HTG 5700 cube, sin TE413
FCHT ES0E6 3-B7 T8 L0 HEODT-ERZRD 31 #CF ETC 505l cube .
CRIX 300d 4-a2 197 Lo EO00- 3000 k| ALF MILT 5250 cube, 5135 outlets
Oy 7oa4 1-g7 200 T 79317205 &4 UTE ECH 255 gal. Hydrocloric Achd serv,
DAGH 12541 h-g¢ 198 W1 1251012686 173 BSC JTH
FLF_ 1BD33 7-E7 154 ¥H 17EGS 1AM 182 CHCF ,
GATH 52170 =67 1w T SOOA0-0490 59 Nl GATE SHH  ¢ABal gal. [nsufated
MP 74668 1=03 167 REL TOAERD-TH1 790 154 PCF AN
KEHK Da&78 f-02 205 L MESD-00GET il R&CC HURF  27ES cube Press. DAFf, car
E'-EE; :Eg;':g :‘-E ;[‘l{l Lo ﬂﬂE]i!-ﬂﬂEHDEI 594 [NE PAS 4750 eube
= % kg 48011 1-1AE008 4] [M PA 47450 cube
NeHE 50148 307 JE914T-a989797 (] trig F'F.E A750 cube
RATY Fagod 3-n2 1M 1 73800730975 175 UTE ECH 20735 gal., UTC Lot 3219-N
hdeM 1061io 2-nz 164 1 105000-1068949 land L:NCF
:]titlx ;Ergsg g-jg :i-'gg ]rjl 142001 - 144475 2475 HEH RD 3570 cube,, class H-124
A0R0- ADE2Y 1] RTC HO 0631 gal, 1 ;
L [ L 3 T TEIE-2anG (4] m-qr-*zmrﬂ-gh, L
RTME 2047 1.82 202 T dr-30rg 1n RIC M POSEYL gal,, Muriatic Acid
RTNE L3agR fi=82 IRT T 134 00- 13480 a1 RTE W ¢473 qal,, DOW Chem, lessee
TIME 210603 G- a9 T 2l-21010 1l TRM LG¥W 21015 gal,
a2l 1-32 1an EH A740] - 3760 7ag Lip AT
2097 2-de T80 GE& - 2ag L AT
g 32e07 3-8 108 & AN -3260% 249 Up AT
WF1% 217 L0832 {ae T PNI-230 L ACF MILT 21076 gal.
BN 3ATEE1E 4-21 lag xp 17E500- 375619 154 WAL CRTS  gue also #1-
Bv G444 521 % FBS b24800=624075 76 TC CH E:n.l:urfﬂgq.rt E?ﬁg (E. AN )
Bi @Eﬂ&l’ﬁl H-83 19% FES 624877624507 1] TC CH Center-team flats
BN E246317 -4 198 FRj§ 620603-624543 41 TC CH Center-foam Tlats
GATY 18720 I-n3 lag 7 nlidy Flad, GATE SHE  P06ED gal i lpsgae
GATY fHe ErE 160 T n.a, n.a, GAT ?My . THNK T%Jrr. Thell 071
HiHE S1605 L-E3 205 LD P e fad, MACC MURF 2785 cube, Press. DifFf, car
RLS® 100 73 198 7 [ T nia. GATE SHH  176B2 gal,
UTLY ‘24533 f-83 20T n.a, Nadls UTC ECH 19152 gal, Clay Slurry
%i‘ B-B3 20 T fed, n.a, UTC ECH  B7565 gal, Corn Syrug
UL ] b-E3 200 T Nl fade UTC ECH 17553 gal. EEPI'I SyPLD

*all sputtings are D,h. Casdorph escept for E.&N.=E.A, Wewbaier. e could sure use some help hers!

0021, ATSF, LITILE WHITE FLz AND DTHER COFCSTOFC MOTES
ot of chamges going on this year in Santa Fe's

COFC/TOFC roster atc, Many of bthe clder 09' Fls
are being corverted to *lual- 455" status and
repainted, repaired ebc. Apparéntly the Santa Fe
has a shortage of COFCY TOFC cars- recently
spatiesd were gondolas carrying containors. Also
the Sants Fe has converled a bunch af thoir
alder walitoard bulkhead flat cars ko single 45!
Erailer capacilty FLs. Each of the former
bulkhead Flats wara striped of thedr bulkheads and
spicial aguipment, hitches ete added and painted
whita, There ara four classes fnvalved, all aul
stopped by the Santa Fe at thelr Topeka Shaps,
The new FCs rotain the old class numbers, bub Lhe
reporting nunbers have changed. Some details of Lhe
classes are as follows:

Clags Fi=207; ¢ 291000-2010%, from serips B4125-
Q6224 originally budbt 11, L2-63
and pewly outshopped as FOs B-A3,

# 20305-293230, origimally firom
sorfos 95800-95901, Built 12-64 1o
465, and newly outshopped as FCs

Clasd Fi=1Z3

Class Fr-33:

5 ta d-83,

# 203239-2%3335, originally from the
Lerfes 05700=9520%9, Bailt 1 ta d-Eh
ang newly autshopped as FCs 4 to

T-R3.

22,

M2,

Clags Ft-85; @ ?93336-293433, ariginally From the
series $SA00-95690, Built ta J=B7
;nggne'ﬂ_'.- oul bshopped as FCs 3 to

Rl of the cars are 57'6" 1.L. except for class
Ft 28, which are 55'10" [,L. Also all classes
are aguippetd wilh Santa Fe #0" Shock Control
except for Class Fi=?8 which has Eeyskone M0
hack Contral, 811 cors are rated as 65000 FLg,
A1 kbe' cars have flzed hitches and ma bridge-
plates. These cars make a mice contrast set im
with the ususl BY9-footer piggyback cars and would
I:ertabn‘l:.- make a nice mode] ing project in either
K or 4 scales. (0,6, Casdarph)

C&) ADD IHFO EX-RAILEOY {See alse 1-D010), The
“Chesapeake and Ghio can be added to the growing
list of ex-RP0d cars going under new report ing
marks, Detaiis of these and pbher ex-RADK cars
will appear in & futwre {ssue of FLJ,

fE AL Mevbader)

JTTEAIF, Tratiler Traine Class F=090H gerins

&, Warfoui punbers of these series are
being repaired and painted by CC ML {Cal Pro,Miva
Loma, Californta)} and restenciled as 117 FBS'5.
The cars are also being r*EHHEh.Ed at P Elbina
gnd UP fmaha in Sugust 1983, Many are formerly
159 FA's, The Unfon Pacific leases these cars Lo
carry Lruck hodins. Witheut the special racks the




ao2d.

ooz,

2%,

TE IJF.,{IZIZIHT’EI:I cars Took 1ike aversized
%l!ﬁ;ud flatcars with ratchets, Cars hava
bepn spotted in the Lot Angeles area around the
Toypota Truck Body faclkiity on Paramount Elyd. n
Long Beach, CA, Lars being used here carry up to
14 stacks of 5 high racks. Each rack carries one
truck bed body for a total copacity of 70 truck
b=d bodies per car. (0.6, Casdorph

. The Monsanto Compamy recentliy placed in
sery ige 5 new S0-ton tank carg for
Chlorasulfonie Acld service. The cars bear Ehe
reporting marks HOME B300-B304, The 8100 gallon
40,000 16, Tight weight tank cars were built by
Unian Tank Car in March D083.( D.G. Casdorph)

. MEW PIGGYPRACKE TERMIMAL IN MASHWILLE,
ashwille's new piggybeck terminal ak Radnor
Yard f5 & mode] for pliggybeck yards af the
future.

Located just off Interctate &5 In southeash
Mashwlle, the complex covers B2 acres and has
parking spages for 740 trailers, There is anple
room for espansion when the need arises.

Built at the cost of B6.5 million, the .!.la.rd
sits on what was formerly & rock ridge and
desp valley. The hill was leveled, prowiding the
A1l for the walley. Sone 905,000 cubic yards of
material were moved.

(man Construction [ompany was bthe cantractor
for the yard, the same company that built the
ariginal Radnor Yard in 1954, Amazingly, Oman
charged the zame price par cubic yard of
materfal moved that it charged whan the Radnor
Yard was bullt 20 years ago.

The piggyback yard hes 19 acres of paved
asphalt and 15,000 cubic yards af concrete went
inke the aprons that provide the runday for
tha huge gantry crane, There are 26,500 linear
feat of track, Eotaling A00 tons, and 13,250
crossties were placed,

The crang is the centerpiece of the
piggybeck yard, Built by MiJack Products of
Hazel Crest, 101., 1t stapds 34 Feet-10 inches
high and §4 69 Feat-f Inches wide, Horizantal
clearance bebween the legs of the crane is &
feet,

The crame can 16ft up o 100,000 pounds and
moves 2long Lhe aprons on rubber Lires Lhe size
af & Targe airlimer®s, It trevels 4.5 miles an
hour in &ither direction,

The yard office contalns 2,176 square feet and
features a computerized imventory and bil7ing
system tied directly to Jacksorville, There are

three lames for incoming trucks on one side of the

affice buflding and two exlt Tanes on the
opposite side to keep traffic mowing,

The yard already is averaging 125 Erailers B
day sone weeks and is capable of handling many
rore,

The facility operates around the clock From
! aume Monday ti11 §1 pemy Friday. Saturday
Iamurs are ¥ am. E17 11 p.m. and Swnday 7 a.m,-

.M.
There are currently nine incoming piogvhack

trains a day and 12 departures, to and from points

throughout the South and Midwest and comnections
throughout the country,
{Seaboard Syslen News, October LOE3)

n
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HISTORICAL NOTES

GEMENAL

0027 . [E-PL-PRR-RDG 100 Ton OPEN HOFPERS.

Mumhers Quan Class Builder Date
Cerraid (051

ARBA01-487300 500 KlA MWW RO d=p,10=12/78
487301 -4R9000 2500 KIB  BSC JTH B-12/7@
AR9H0] 450800 1000 HEC PSS SUT J0-12/78
400801450875 5 HER  RSLOJTH 1278
40007 6-491030 164 wED  WW RO 9, L0/TS
A00d0-49] 259 20 HEE G0 &GN 1279, 1780
401 260-4216E9 330 H1D  BSC JTH 11/79
ADEES0-491080 300 WIE G50 Gy B-lni9
451820452475 536 W& CEO AR 10ST9
Pern Memtral (FC)

479451 -481570 PE20 W4ID  RSC JTH 9571-1/72
AR2000-48309% 1800 H4ID BSC JTH 3=5¢72
Farmayingenia Botlraad (FAR)

1000)=1015999 7000 K41 PRR SR 3=9/6d4
225000-226490 1800 HA3A PRR 58 d=E/B5
2A6E00-239490 3000 K418 PRR SR Tre6-1/66
JeRG00-230490 1000 B4IC PRR SR 12/66-2 167
Raading Company (RG]

A0001-40400 400 KIZ  pEC JTH 2-4762
131250-41609 200 HTD RDG RDG 11,13/66,

6T

1165041849 20 WTE  BSC JTN Tr71
LAIGOL-4B4600 10700 HTR  BSL JTH 11/75-1/7&

Natesd

1. Only original car mpumbers are 1isted

Cu.Ft,

35T
Jax
3H)
R
35M)
M
MER
34
3433

341
1433

341a
414
14
1414

2060
3414

11
gy

2. Hgcording bo the OfFicial Railway Equipment
Register there were only 2430 cars built in
the CR 487308 -18980K] cerigs.

{E.hy Heubauer )

GO?E, CH. ADD [NFO CORRAIL FRELGET CBRS {See #1-0008)
The ru:niluulnE are ome additional dates built on
0

some of the
Class:

B0
B610
BESA
E52H

Series!

ER3TE6-2020 1A
fAFIT-2HEA5]
17600]1-376191
G62E001=-628300

nrail zarfes:

Al these dates built:

-6l
B-Ed
507
12=17T

{(R1ehard J. Burg)

KLS AOL INFO FMC 5347 [Ses artfcle FMC 5347 pp 6,

TTO EL). KLS series 753301-754293 (100 cars) are

ex Lamgille Valley RR [LVAC) series 30D00-3089,

[E.A. Meubager)

000, L&K Fﬂl:lt- CAR POOL DESTEMATIONE, K fow recantly

spotied cars:

Depigr. “HSetarm to™ P of ooe
ik L&R, Appliamce Park, E¥ 12150
ik LAN, Appliance Park, EY¥ 410035
CF L&KW, Flomaton, Hlabans 101835
(& 3 L&H; Flomaton; flabama 101828



Q030

oozl

3z,

LELK Car Poals comtinwed:

[ LEN, Holt, Alabems j{FrdiTH)
1% LEN, Evamiviile, IND 101800
KH KEIT, Laufsville, KY L
e LEN, Beatrice, ALA 450090
HT LEN, Bloomington, [N 410041

PC, SERIES 1670K0=167994,

This group of 1000 cars deliverad to tha Penn
Central in 1972 ic one of the few, if not the
anly, sizable sréer of boxcars built by the
Fruehauf Raflcar Division {ex= Magor] &t CHiftam,
Kew Jersey. The cars were delivered s 501
single-dopr 154 ¥M boxcars with a cubic capacity
of 5030, Daprs uied wers Youngstawn 10-foat
S5/6/6 type, Penm Central famd later CR) class is
PE74', The cars &re maw Being renunbered, painted,
ete,, and some are appearing with new

mechanical designationd wader the Conrail system,
The mew nember groups incluwde the following:

CR 15T001-157652 154 KM
CR 163650-1635581 154 XM
CE 209220-20%331 1564 #F

CR 21600L-715215 154 %P (Mewsprint Service]
Only a few cars remain under PC reporting marks.
{ . G, Eas-du-rph?

PHD, ADD IMFO FMC 5347 {S2e article FMC 5347, p.6
TTT #1). Add the following ta PHO 2000-2199 in the
FMC 6347 roster;

154 %N

62200 Mew 10=77 551 Yassor ENC

{E. 8, Neuhaues)
r %, ADD IMFO DATES BUILT TO SERIES &O000-
EEE& ;E

BRON-FS57 [see Fl=DOI17), T've motad tha
following dates bufTt Eo thege series:

GOO0-659%  [MK RD) 3 ta F-79
GEO0-TA32  [CAD RA) T to 979 K 11, 12-79
T433=7557 no record

Tha Upper Morjon end Plymouth alzo has 3 Teasing
company With CEO built Rappers. The mmbers ars
the same as the raiiroad's numbers (GEOO-T557Y,
gicept thoy are prefaced by UMPX reporting marks,
{E A, Heubauer)

SERIES 1001-1015 {EMTIRE ROSTER).
The following are some details of Valley Grain
Products (5an Francisco, CA) covered koppers.

WEFE Mumber: Light Weight Wewt
100l £2800
L0032 BT O
0 3000
1004 AZEN
1005 BB
1006 G200
1007 G200
1008 B2000
1004 a2200
1010 B2Z00
1011 B30
1012 B0
1013 B0
1014 62100
1015 62700

411 cars are 200 LO covered h:lﬁ!rs huilk by
Trinity Industries [QC Fd} 1n Dctober 1973 R
thefr 4750 cube design, 0.6, Casdorph)

1

BEMEMOTHS, ARTICULATED SKELETOKS AHD DTHER STRAKGE CREATURES

35,

3,

oaas,

Q037 .

HEW AHMO BRECENT COFC/TOFC DESTGHS COMPARTSIM,

HTSF 20EOBO-298997, class Ft-91, Il-unit articulated
E60 FC, Length: 465.3 feet. Approximabte
average |1ght weight: 213,300 Ths. Built by
ATSF T5 in 1978, "10 Pack Fuel Foiler."

206046-7 58567, class Ft=100, l0=-unit articulated
G50 FC. Length; £65.3 feel. Approximate

average Tight weight: 213,300 1hs, Bullt by
ATSF TS in 1380, ®10 Pack Fuel Fofler,®

ATSF

L4 O0OS0-9005E, d-unit articulated 256 FCA,
Length: 190,3 faet, .ﬂp?r‘ﬂﬂmt! ueraﬂfe light
woeight: 93700 Ths, Built by FWC-P in 1983,

"|I'H:I-IEi"

%P §11302=513343, S-unit articulated 546 FCA,
Length: 268'1%, Approximate syerage 1ight
u;;?ht: 199,000 Ths. Built by ACF STL in
laal,

TrFd eOG0O0-60100, d-ymit articulated 260 FC,
Length: 190"11%, Approximale aversge 1ight
weight: 125,000 Tbs, Auilt by ACF STL in 1981,
"§=Runner."

From the abowe listed séries, its interesting fo

compars some figures:

Series Fullder Tear Ibe/lim.f%, Fioles Tho/orie
ATSF ATSF T5 15978 q58 i 96495
55K FMC P 1983 492 10 4370
P ACF 5TL 1981 g 12 16583
TTFY ACF STL 1981 13 B 15425

0.6, Casdowph)

ALFY. SERIES EG209-H530]1. An exampla of this series
is ACFI B5299. This huge tank car has might-axles
bo carry some 26,0808 gallons of motor Fuel anti-
knock compound, Light weight is 184,800 1bs. The
car i% cork fnsulated and LC 20 Tined, Built by

ACF MILT in Septenber 1969, the cer is [OT classed
10543000 and rated at 341,000 Ths capacity, Overall
colaur s bright blua. (0.6, Casdarph)

i, ADD INFO CR ROSTER's FDs {See #1-0004)
onrail class FREIA [CR TG00, TEECHL ) are
actually ex= AOCE 100,101 butit by Berwick in
7, B=&4, (C.T. Bossler)

DCCE, ROSTER:SERIES LOO1-1006.

¢ McDopnell Oougles Corp,. owns six special larga
gardplas far transparting wings. Individual dats
15 a5 follows:

pocx # Lt Me.Mew  Capy/ippe  Date Buils
1001 L2a4900 fid GWS 10-65
1002 124400 B0 GWS 10-£9
10613 124900 60 GT5 11-68
1004 125140 B0 BTS 11-62
1005 130100 9 Gwd 1-71
1008 eaang B0 GWS 1-71

A1l ears were buflt by The Maxsan Carp,(THC STF)
with a eubic Foot capacity of TH40, The cars have
an inside lemgth of BE,3 feel, They have drop ends
npen bop, well hole and special wing Cie-down arms,
The cars are on assigned service from the Long
Eeach, Califarnia aircraft plant, Cars are painted
dark alive drab with small whita lettesring,

(0.6, Casdorph)



0038, UYP, SERIES 229%30-225507, ALRCAAFT WIHE ROKE,
Cars of this serias are nesrly identical Lo
the OCCX LODE-FOOR series (see DOAT). Union
PaciFic ¢lass 15 G=50-15, A couple af exanples
are UP 229585 (130500 LT MEW 5-71) and LP
F20EOF [1RGE00 LT MEW =71}, Cars are built by
the Maxson Corp, and have freighbsaver 12¢
I:IJ5|'||'|'.!II'|1'1!].

SECONDARY REPDRTING MARES

O03%, The fallowing 11sts the old them npew reporting
marks spotted recently:

WSL IS5051 -« CHW 715074 SIECO AC  6-TB MM
MSL 155253 + ICG 501744 SIECO af M-7R AN
M5L 156138 - 1CG SO01543 RFC GH 11-A1 XM
MSL 167112 » 1CG 500535 StL Morfolk L1-B1 XM
PC 281391 + KELY 281381 TC CH  6-71 KL
PT E01173 + W[S5 2013731 BT PICK 3-F9 M
PT 20523 + JCG SDIGT3 SIECO AL 7=79 M
RT 16341 + UPF 492413 GaTx B-67 HEL
RI 36007 + ChW TR103] PS5 BESS 5-T13

ROCKICIGET + Oy TLAME PS BESS 1-719

ROCKIOHSE0 + BEN JDG5E0 USEK BI I=7d &M

(E.&, Weubaver, D.G, Casdorph)
EUTLIER"S PAODUCTION

0040, BERMICK FOREE & FAERICATIMG, AEMCVA, P& PLANT

1975 hdeM 100000-101%9% 2000 154 N
1977 D&M 2AND-20% 106 154 ¥F

The aboye are anly two serias Baflt by BFF AY.
Additional serfes will be Tisted as thay become
knowe, .G, Casdorph)

(041, BETHLEHEM STEEL, SPARROHWS POTHT SHIP YARD [RSC SPSY)

The following iz & 14k of known production far
this plant;

TEAR MONTHS  BEPORTING MARES § CAPY/TIFE CUHE
1979 10,12

1988 1 to &  PEME DOR-080 170 146 GE 2520
1979 11,12 3H 100123 0 118 GB 2920

{E.f. Meubawer)

(042, CEMERIA & TROIAHA, COERWALL, PA,

The following is the only knawn production from
this builder:

1379 9 tp 12

1980 1 to 7 PES 200-349 Q00 154 @B 14945
Kia the following are known bo have been REbuflL
by CET CR:

1980 11,12

1581 & ko 7 PHNE 300-3£9 50 ] 17349
1282 4 PER FRE-ME M 1R GE 1700

fE.fa Neuhager)
pods, ﬂurHEHH TR0k L EQUIPMENT CO., ASHLAMD CITY, TH.

& few series of the many series bwilf by S1ECO AC:

mILy  ied-1dd 25 20 L0 47Ad
LPN  &LOMI-G100% 100 162 FOS

i 0L, Casilarphd

1960 10
1981 6,7

N

PRIMCIPLES OF FRE[GHTCAROLOGY - I

0OF JUST DHE 0F THOSE BASIC BUIDES FOR THE FREIDGHT CAR
EWTHUSIAST, CAR SPOTTER AKO/OE DATA COLLECTOR, COne of
the main purposes of this group, 1 feel, 1s to share
our knowledge of freight cer history with others. Since
fredght car history as & subject s so diverse its
rakher difficult for any ong persoan to knce all its
many aspects. [ for oma wil11 certainly nol preiend to
be the omnisclent freight car histarian, bul [ do
wish to chare with others what T have learped,

In this Vimited series we [myself and others) hope
to provide a basic guicse to freight cer dats collection
bath presentily and historically as well as present sone
insights to whal Freight cars are, what they do,
different Lypes ete, Though primarily aimed at Lhe
*heginner® we do hope plhers willl Tind #t useful as well,
The series will emphesize current and modern cars as
examples to work with basicslly because "they'rs  hera"
Flease notn howewar, that this s mob meant to set
palicy of this editor or group oweér which 15 morn
impartant-the medern card or the "historical® cars,

In this part w2'1] examing some pf Ehe basic stuff
ks data collector wil] want to look for, In Fullre
episodes we'll detail specific car bypes, AAR
designations overview, boxcar loaders, methods of
histaricsal resecarch &te,

THE BASIC STUFF

Firat of all, many have asked, “Why callect this. data
off Ehe cars?”, "Hhy not just rafer to bthe DRER or write
e railroad?” There are several ressons why [ doo....

1} In order to get this information from the cers, . it
regulres that one goes "out ip the field®and make
actual shdervations, In my Bn= of thinpking, Ehis
gives me mare of a sense of reality on the subject,
Thus, T'm able to "asceciate” more with the sebject
2% a whale that 1'm studying,..l can relate more to
the cars of the past that [ research and read about.
[t takes bime Lo stand there and wribe down & bunch
of numbers and shbesvistions, . and while ['m doing
1t I'm sble to phierve the differences and
Tikenesses of bhe cars. Unlede one phitographs khe
car in detail, the mest time one spends observing a
car during mormal photographic procedures 15 less
than 30 <econds.

2] The Gfficial Railway Equipmant Register [ORER) tackd
two prime iagredients of fnkerest to the freight car
historian=the builder and the date built, Also, the
railraads kave otker things to do than be bothered
with giving out hits and pleces here and there of
informat fan regarding their equipment. There are
many ‘other {tems that cannot he aquired hy just
looking into an ORER which we'll go ints in ather
partis of ghis article,

3) Well; 1 hate to say Lhis, . but, the {ORER, the railrosds,
the builders and purselves make g-r-r-o-r-5 in
compilation and preseptation of data, 1ts hound to
happen ard anly by cross-checking and  comparison of
ather data can we lessen owr chances of making an
arror,

4) Making observations, writing down date elc, doesm't
really cost anything, require special equipnsnt of
gipper intelligence and knowledge. By doing 0 your
capturing ®"something” of that car that maybe [and
probably] mo one else hes, This is informatlom wou
heva callected and Tike & calour £]ide, .. has
historical sigrificance.



50, basically what Eind of information should we
be  Tlacking far?

Being wery general we should Yook far and note the
following:

} Reperting marks and car number
Stencilled capacity
RAR mechanical designation
Light welght IF “new”
Buflder (87 possible)
Date Buflt
Cubic capacily ar gallong
Rayitroad or owmer class
1; reconditioned date {optional)
Ji rebuilt date
kj Lot nunber ardfor ferlal nunbér iF predent

&
b
=
d
[
f
3
n

In addition, there may be special lagas, eolaur
schenes, pool informallon or assigned seryice marks,
specific commadities loading as well as other
specific notes for the various types of cars which
Will be discussed fn mare detail Taker.,

For Eke most part, on Marth fmerican freight cars,
these dats will appear on Ehe car from 1eft to
right a% we read, With the ex¢éption aof tank cars and
4 few other special types, the stencilling on Lthe
TefE will weoad:

N.P. (Beporting Mzrk)}
THMGER fCar membar?
CEPY 167000 REL (Capaeity 4 AL Deaig, ]
LI LHT 188200 {Laed Limit)
LT T 23800 REW 1=(2 (Eght vaight when nawl

On the right side of the car will be Ehe “black box"
(AAR sgryicing and FRA inspection records ] as well

45 dinensional data imcluding cubic capacity, Some
railroads Eﬂl;l-l'.-’lﬂjl the BN and Lhe ETH] have all these
data on the left side of the car {except the black box),
but still retaing the same relstlonihip {repartiing
narks etc, on 1&fL !1I]E; dimenstonal data atc, onf

right calum},

=NOTE: It 1s important to distinguish between

the original stencilling when the car was new and
any stencilling that may have been changed. Unless the
car has been completely repainted, changes in the
ctencilled data can be detected by noting different
thades ar different colours of paint in the area
changed, If thiz i4 the case, 1t 15 suggested that
the data enliector "Souare-in" {draw 4 sguare

around ] the items changed in ome's notation.

Dtherwise iF Che car 15 oW we EU-EQEE-L using the
method of notation shown by Ehe figure at £
tatkom of this page.

A% 1 mentioned before, one af Lhe more important flens af
infarmation not found in The JRER is BUILDER,

[Lhu dags ane deterning the builder of & car?

So far ai I'we been sble Lo Find there are thrée wapsi

The "Black Lbox®
Autlder's logo
Visual fdentification features

*Black box F’chud." This method yields the best results if
gne 15 careful To follow a few rFwles of usimg this mathod,
The black boxes comtaim wital information regarding
S-EH'IEIH?, inspectiom etc. of the cars, Included 13 the
date built, afr brake data/servicing, lubricaling dates,
dates reconditioned etc, IF the car f2n't too old one
can look under "COTS" and i the cots date i3 the SAME
as the date Built then read and mate Bhe abbreviatfisnd
Tsted. Uswally the abbreviaticns will consist of Chree
parts= 1) tuilder abbrewiation, 2} plant location abbrew,,
and ) radilroad abhbreviation which Ehe plant is located an.
[ri this istue theére §4 & 1ist of these abbreviations.
There arg a’lwd_'.r! gxténlion Lo Ehe rules far oné reasan
of anchkher. A case coned ta mind where the "COTS® said 6t
wis "PCF AM" builE. The car wed a Southern Pacific bosx,
which 1s commanm for ity PCF cars., . but, the car was notably
a Trreall bullt zar bhobh from visual 1.0, and the builder's
logo. Why? I°'m Aok really sure, but it was an error of
seachody's part, ai [ went to the other side amd read the
COTS which read TC CH |the proper abbrew, For Theall),

Buflder's laga, This i5 pretty much salf explanatory...fust
foak for the fuilder's laga 1in the form of a stencil,
sticker or plate, Howmever, these can be misleading toa, Case
in point 1s many of the tl.!.t:'l Bl Built REL's ete, Some of the
cars have builder's stickers saying built at some other

of Ewans® plant whem they haver't been, Ewans built cars are
the only gres off=hand [ can think of that do this. Also
some builder's logos do mat chow the plant locatiom ak all,
Some af these instead show their main offices locatiom,
Trinity Indusiries being an example of this, Lastly be sure
the car you spot this builder's logo on hasn't been
RE=built hy then and §f it has 1t should b mobed as such,

a
b
[

Widual 1.0, features. This we'll get into more with the more
specific articles Tater o, Dut, &3 ane looks mare and more
AL the cars, certaln patterns will begin to be realized,
This method 15 vseful when all other meimods fail.

OF course many times ome simply canmot doterming
the builder of the car From actually lTooking at the
car for clues, Sometimes as ane's data accumulates,
arather car spotted of the same teries may provide
Lhe answer as to what :mli-an;.r bullt the car. Laskly,
advertisasents in the railrosd trade nagarines,
rallrasd enplayee magazines or the Car and Locomotive
Cyolopedias may also bo one's sauwrca for the buflder,

SUBSESTED METHOD FOR DATA HOTATLON

RBOY 43734 154 ¥H 5230 LB
+ t + +
Feparting Capeat iy Cighd weighs, Date NEW
marks and timen Belgie 1f MOF Lhou bl TE
EaE Hzemhap 1908 gnd e dota wf oar
LAR daatge, fao Fedn
reus i hod

PS5 BESS 277 LPEZ0A 1100-78
+ ¥ ¥ ¥
Mt ldar and Culta RE o cmer. Lot and
plant Lasatian ﬁ'qpaﬂfty wlaan if sarigl "
atbeeuiations pregand mnbar tf
praoant

Fi



[¥hen was bhe car bullET)

vasOr B8 T ke to say, " Whon was it barm,® This
utually 15 one af tha sasier tasks of Lhe frelght car
dats callectar. There are several ways, The most

corman and  reliable is by lopking wunder YBLT® 1n

the black box, Secondly, if the car's light weight Says
it was welghed when *HEW" them this dale may alen be
uged, In addition, sone railroads will alse stencil

the date bullt somswhore an the side of the car, wsually
near the dinensional data,

Sometimes it ipn't thet easy |of course],..a coupla
of cases, Case one i5 a tank car that lLears the logo
af BTC MO kuilt 1=73 and the logo of MTC M bsdlt
12-72. Ta further meke matters wordgt, the Dlack box®s
"EL T dake was obscured on both sides, .. se enich is
it? I've seen similiar cases happen a Few other tines
an tank cars. The second case deals with FA's ar
aytomobile rack cars, In almost all cases tho 1ight
weight “HEM" dats stenciled on the rack will have &
different date than the “BLT" an the flat car®s
black box, Mast of the ting khis date will vary Ly
&t much &% 3 o 4 manths, This happens becawse the
flat is bullt first and them senkt bo the boiider of
the rack where the whole car (flat amd rack] are
wefghed, Thus the "HEW" date appaaring an Lhe rack
is in my spinfon & more “realistic” new date, 0F
caurse sonefémes the bullder 15 the builder of both Lhe
flat and the rack and in which case the “REW® dale and
the *BLT® date are thn same,

So, again in the end the moral of the story 14 use
caulion and ODSEFYE...

[1s the car RERLILT?]

Hany of the older pre-nid Lixiies cars spotted on the
rails tnday have been rebuilt or reconditionad,

Seme of thése rebuildings can be gquile extensive...to
the point of a praciically whole new car emerging,
Other tLimes the car's charge 15 lecs radical, This area
is atill a Hitle fuzzy to me. [t appears thal on
o card "RCH® [1m the bhlack hox) ar recondilinned
may be used bo Irdicate rebullt,  Other Limes HEALT
or RALT will appear in the black box. Howawer, 1 can
say that most of the time when [ see stenciled oo Lhe
car side "Rebullt E-2K®, the "RCOY date will be bhe
same, Many times a "RODY date will appear with ma
indication that the car was rabullk. For now | wouwld
suggest aneg note @ny Indication of a pebutle date and
the "ROD® date as well.

[Falntlﬂ! ardd repainting, .. .which g Hu

Its alsp tmportant Lo nole §f Lhe car you are lonking
at 1 in its priginal “nen® paint ar 7 115z DEen
artirely repainted, If the car 15 in 1ks arciginal
peint scheme tlsers is less Tikelihood that AL has
been rensmbered or comg from arather cwner [nolivg
alse if thare are any paint changes in just Llis
rufer 1tself, . .shade differonces in back of Lhe
mumbers, different colors etc.)

Hear'i;.r guery #allroad or builder will indicate
semawhere an the car when the car has been paintad and
who pafrted 1t, This will appear in the form of some
type of abbreviation of tho type of painl used, Lhe
date and where 1t was painted at, In the case of
Southern Railway cars this will wsually appear in
the wpper left hand cornér near Lhe reof on the car
gide. 0n Southarn Pacific cars Lhis 15 usually
found on Ehe car side mear Lhe baltom eloie to the
center of the car. [f the date bhere §: bhe dame 2s
the date built then 1ts most Tikely in §ts arlginal
paint, If not the same Lhen the car has been
ropainted on Chat date,

For notation purposes, [ usually note only if the
car has been repainted, this 15 also irportant
historically as It datos the logo and livery displayed
by the car.

[End Part 1} = Payid G, Casdorph

MEMRERS  EXCHAMEE

RICHARD BURG, 18 5, Mormal, Ypailanti, W1 481497 would
1ika to hear from anybody inlérested in helping to

get and proserve what may be ane of the oldest freight
cars in Korbh fmerice sti17 around, Bulll sorelime
between 10669 and 1876, Its a tank car body and Aichard
hat been  of fered the car ab a very good rate. Shipping
hosewer will be more tham the cost of getting 1t.

CAATG T, ADSSLER, 1212 Korth Gih Street, Aeading PR 19600
neads indivicdual car data, phatas etc, an amy heavy duty
Fiats, depressed conters, well holes and Lehinabiels,

FREIGHT CAR DATH EACHENGE, For those wha haven't faoined
up With this group ploase write to Todd Zullfivan 25
Dakwonsd #@1wd., Poughkeepsie, WY 12603, Please include

a self addressed sisfped envelaps, Todd has dayised an
interesting and unigue way of eschanging, sicring and
retetaving informaticn an Freight cars of Morik America.
Fleass drop him & 1ERE., oy

ES]C MEUDALER, 26B Russell Rd., Princeton, N.J. 08540,
needs any serial number from any ACF Hunfington Built
Center Flow coversd hopper, Bumbers ave wsually stamped
on  the car side near the ladder an  the left side of
the car, Please alse nate reporting marks, date built,
5ize, light wanight etc,

javn G.CASD0RPH, PO, Box 1458, Monroyia, CA Q1006

is interasted in any indiyidual car data, photos, shides
gtc. of any modern Grand Trunk kestern car or any
foreign car assigned ta any GTW car pool

LPECTAL PROJECT, As a group participated project far
FCJ, 1 waild Fke &o present & “cetaleg® of L5, and
Canadian Frefght caf builders Mhat 1% asking 14 AT
nonliers interested in participating would plck cne

or a Few builders and describe beiefliy, Benerally Lhis
walild b2 from one ta four paragraphs ard should include
boginning date, ending date, nerlfe-r!.. plant locaiians,
if it baceme part of anather bullder, types of cars mado
etc, 1'm gure khe smount af inforsation obtained will
ba highly variasble, Be'll present §ff in FEd with each
entry giving proper eredit bo ihe recearcher. The basic
idea 15 1o present a very concise 1ist of &0 the
freight car builders, Please drop me a line,, let ne
ke your thowghts on this matter,...0.6, Casdarph



BUILDER, PLANT LOCATION AERREWIATIONS

The following 15 & 11st of the mors comman
abbreyviations that may be found today, ['m sure
there w110 be additions to this Tist, Hopefully
this will give readers a Tiktle perspective on

the divarsity of freight car builders amd help

in determining the bufilder of a car spatted,
Rensmbar, these may bhe found under COTS 1n the
car's service and inspection "black box® stencilled
on the right side of the freight car body.

ACF  EER Anerfean Car & Fourdrey, Berwick, PA
“ACF  HTG aner-fcan Car & Foundry, Huntington, BV
ECF MILT fmarican Car & Foundry, Milton, PR
*ACF  STL American Car & Foundry, 5t,Louis, WO

&F B ANF, Brafwd, TE

ATsF T3 Santa Fe RR, Topeks Shops

*OFF  BWk Berwick Forge & Fabr,., Berwick, PA
BFE RV Berwick Forge & Fabr,, Renova, PA
BED ML BS0 RR, Mt Clare, ND

*RSC  JTH Bgthlghem Steel, Jobastown, PA

BSC  SPSY Bathlehenm Steel, Sparrows Pofint Ship Yard
BUT  HURF

CFC  CHE Chicaga Fraight Car, Chicage, 111,

CRCF  SAMAGUN CHCF, Sahagun, Mexico

[LI C® Cambria & Imdiana, Corrwall, Fi

CEO RA CED R, Raceland, EY

CA &R conrall, Samuel Rea Shops

051  ER |:|E'5.|]-I|it|"l Skhaps Inc., East Bochester, KY
EREC YK Emnons Rallcar, York, PO

EFSL 0O

*FGE A2 Fruit Growers Express, Olexandria, WA
FHE FMC, Charleston, WY

*FHC P FMC, Portland, Oregon

FAD CLFTH Fruwehaulf Ratl Divisian, €11fton, M)
GATE EC General American Transp., East Chicage

GATE  NRME GATH, Hearna, TE

"HATL SHH GATY; Sharon, PA

BATL SHRN  GATY, Sharon, PA (Altsrnste form)

SQBEC P Gunderson Brothers Engineering,Portland 08
il B Gurderson Industries, Portland, OF

GHATT GN GHATT, Greenville, EC

GRO Wi Goorgia Reil Op., Winder G {Partec)
"G5 8Y Greenville Steel Car, Greenville, PA

651 &L Genaral Steel [ndustries, Granite City, IL
Lr PICK Golden Tye, Plckens, 5C

HET  H&T Hawker Siddeley, Trenton, NS, Canada

ICC  KTH International Car, Kenton, OH

06 LE ICG B2

ING  PAS Irgalls Shipbailding, Pascegoula, MI53
JJF  DULGA  JJ Finmigan, Duluth, GA

Lok LIV

MEGOR CLFN Magor, Clifton, K

WL CLIL {Partec), Clinton, IL

HIL MIL Marine [ndustries, Sarel, Qua., Caneds

o OES
MIE  HD
HALC  MURF
HACC TH
HSL  NSC
lid Rl
L1120 W ) 3
PC a5
®pCF  RK
FEE  TUC
POy HAHI
PRE  ERS
e HESS
kP auT
5 HAM
Ps M
o FW
HOG RO
AFL G
ANE  S0=BC
RTC WD
STECD AC
SIECDH ATL
S1ECD CHWE
S0 FN
SEL  Barfolk
el 1 CH
*TCMFG CH
THC 5TP
TRE TW
TRR  HO
TEK LGVK
TEK OKC
TR  TILS
U-AC CATS
L AT
[13=] e
®USEX  BI
USEE JIC
USEK WA
*ITC  E CH
514

Migsouri Pacific AR

Marathon Tank, Houston, TX

Horth American Car

Horth American Car, Heafed; TX

Hatfonal Steel Car, Hamilton, OHT, Canada
HEM RR, Roancke, Wirginia

drkper Freight Car, Covington, Ohio
Penn Cantral, Samee] Rea Shops

Pacific Car & Foundey, Renton, WA
Pacific Fruft Express, Tueson, A2
Paragom Ops, Movf, Michigan [Portec)
Penncylvannis RR, Samisel Rea Shkaps

Pl tman=5tandard; Hessemar, ALA
fulliman-Standard, Rutler, PA {158 PS5 AU}
Pulliman-5tandard, Hammand, [HD
Pullman-5tandard, Michigan City, IRD
uick Car, Fort Worth,TA [Trinity [nd,:l
Beadirg Co., Reading, P

Railfleet Corp.,; Greenvi]le, 3L
Railwest Manuf, Co,,; Squambsh,8,.C.; Can.
Rickmond Tank Ca., Houstom, T2

Southerm [rom & Equip.Co, Rshiand City, TN
Southern Trom & Equip.Co. Atlanta, GA
Sauthern Ivom & Equip.Co. Chamblen, GA
S00 Line RE, Fond Du Lac, WES

Sk, Lawrence Shops, Morfelk, HY [M.RU,C.)
Thrall Car, Chicage Welghts, ILL

Thrall Car Manif., Chicsge Beights, [LL
The Maxson Corporatiom, 5t, Pawl, MIHN
Trimity Industries, Fort Worth, T
Trinfty Industries, Houston, TX

Trimity Dndustries, Loengyiaw

Trinmity Industries

Trinfty Indusiries

Uriited Amerfcan Car, Cartersville, GA
Unfon Pacific AR, Alkina, Oregon

Inion Pacific AR, Dwaha, MEER

0,5, Ratlway Equipment,Blue Island, IL
5. Railway Equipnent, Junction City K5
.5, Raileay Equipment Mashington, IN
Unfon Tank Car Co., East Chicago, IH
Whiktehead & Eales

*= Lhose abbrevistions most 1ikely to be encounterad on the averagn (will vary with locale}

ROTES:

1, A few of the sbowve entries are incomplete because identiffcation has mot been confirmed pet. Alsa I'm sure
there Will be additional entries as imfosymation becomes available,

#. At the prasent time, EVANS Togos will appear fn the following: SEECD AC, SIECD ATL, SIECD CHME,

USEX BI, USEX JC and USEX WA



Tl W
OATX BRZRE

(ABOVE) GATX 28262, part of General American Transportation’s new TankTrain

series 15 leased to 5hell 041 to haul crude oil fram Carson, CA to

Bakersfield, CA a distance of nearly 200 miles by rail. This set of TankTrain

cars was built in July 1983 and is seen here enteéring the 5P Industry, LA yards.
[0.G. Casdorph)

(BELOW) ATSF 293289, one of Santa Fe's 57'6" piggyback flats being rebuflt firom

former wallboard bulkhead flats, The cars are equipped to carry ane bratler.

Seg Freightcarﬂ]ﬂgy #0021 for more details on these series, [[.G.Casdorph)
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